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The Semiotics of Press Images for the Targeting of
Journalists during the Israeli Aggression on Gaza Following
“Tufan Al Agsa” Operation in Arab and Foreign Journalism

Sites (A Semiotic Study)

Doaa Hatem Mohammad Adam

Department of Journalism, Faculty of Mass Communication,
Cairo for Women, Al-Azhar university, Cairo,Egypt.

E-mail: Dr.Doaa.adam@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the targeting of
journalists during their coverage of the "Tufan Al-Agsa"
events and how they were targeted through airstrikes and
Israeli shelling, either during or due to their coverage. The
study also highlights the importance of press images in
documenting these events. The primary objective of the study
is to analyze the images that reflect the targeting of
journalists and to understand how the news websites—used
as study samples—utilized these images to convey hidden
meanings. The study also aims to explore the significance of
symbols, body language, colors, and the types and angles of
shots used in these images. The study adopts a qualitative
approach, employing semiological analysis as its primary tool,
and has reached several conclusions. The conclusions reveal
that the analyzed images demonstrate a systematic targeting
of journalists and convey various meanings, such as solidarity
with the journalists and their families and the community's
response to the martyrdom of these journalists. Moreover,
the images prominently reflect the sadness felt by journalists
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over the loss of their colleagues. Different shot angles and
visual symbols were employed to express emotions of sorrow
over the targeting of journalists, with black and dark colors
dominating these images. Other conclusions show that the
hand movements, such as patting on the shoulders or the
bodies of the martyrs, emerged as prominent forms of body
language depicted in the images. The semiotics of objects,
such as the journalists' helmets and vests, featured
prominently as visual symbols, whether placed on the bodies
of the martyrs or worn by the journalists during the funerals.

Keywords: Tufan Al-Aqgsa, Aggression on Gaza - Roland
Barth Approach, Semiotics of Image.
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Hamza Wael Dahdouh and Mustafa Thuria died after two
rockets were fired at car they were travelling in, witnesses
say

Middle Eastern crisis - live updates

Hamza's father and Al Jazeera bra .
chief, Wael al-Dahdouh, held his hand.

> o) 023/197

Two journalists killed in an Israeli airstrike in southern Gaza

> o) 1:00PH7

@< Two journalists killed in an Israeli airstrike in southern Gaza - video report
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At least 81 journalists have been killed in Israel and Palestine
since 7 October
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Foreign Press Association decries move under new law
based on claim network is a threat to national security

Israel orders a ban of Al Jazeera and suspends broadcasts
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Gaza: two Al Jazeera journalists killed in airstrike

. : F i~
AL JAZEERA JOURNALIST ISMAIL AL GHOUL HAS BEEN KILLED
ALONG WITH CAMERAMAN RAMI AL REFEE IN ISRAELI STRIKE
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(2)Anggraeni, Y.: Representation of the Indonesia Government in Handling COVID-19

Case on Tempo Magazine Cover, E-Journal of Linguistics, Vol.15, No.1, 2021,
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(1) Richard Stupart and Katherine Furman: Bearing Witness: What Are Journalists
Doing in Conflict Zones?” available on: https://stockholmcentre.org/bearing-
witness-what-are-journalists-doing-in-conflict-zones/
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15- Kelly McKay-Semmler: The Photographs Are Us: A Sociological
Reflection on Images of Abu Ghraib”, A Paper presented at the
annual meeting of the International Communication Association,
TBA, San Francisco, CA, May23, 2007.
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Edition La de couverte 1997.
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24- Anggraeni, Y.: Representation of the Indonesia Government in
Handling COVID-19 Case on Tempo Magazine Cover, E-Journal of
Linguistics, Vol.15, No.1, 2021, P.19.

25—- Richard Stupart and Katherine Furman: Bearing Witness: What
Are Journalists Doing in Conflict Zones?” available on:
https://stockholmcentre.org/bearing-witness-what-are-journalists-
doing-in-conflict-zones/
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