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The Jurisprudential and Ethical Consideration of Intervention
in the Human Genome in Light of the Objectives of Self-
Preservation and Preservation of Offspring

Shaymaa Sayed Abdulrahman Mohammed Al-Shugqairi.

Department of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt

Email :Shimaa.elshgyry@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:

Since reading the human genome is part of human self-
awareness and understanding the laws of Allah in His
creation, examining this reading from a jurisprudential and
ethical perspective places it in the arena of emerging issues
that require understanding and conceptualizing their rulings
in light of the texts of Sharia and in the view of ethical values.
This study combines jurisprudence and ethics - in that each of
them investigates human behavior - to address interventions
in the human genome (precautionary, therapeutic, and
enhancement) in order to extract the relevant jurisprudential
rulings in the context of its detailed evidence, and as well to
clarify the ethical boundaries that experimental science
should not exceed in these developments. The study adopts
the descriptive method to review the scientific data on the
nature of the human genome and related matters, then the
inductive method to explore the opinions of contemporary
Islamic jurisprudence, and to clarify the basis for each
opinion, then the analytical method to explain the ethical
perspective of interventions in the genome, and beyond the
genome. The concept of genomic applications in its various
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forms or post-genomic, known as life extension or delaying
the stage of senescence, should be judged according to the
implications of these modern techniques. This is because the
jurist does not judge an action of the actions issued by those
responsible for taking action or refraining from it except after
considering what that action leads to, whether it is
permissible for a benefit to be obtained or a harm to be
repelled, but it has a consequence contrary to that.
Therefore, we can build on this basis what we can call the
ethics of consequences, meaning those ethical rulings related
to the purposes of genomic intervention that consider the
implications of this intervention rather the immediate state.

Keywords: Intervention, Genome, Post-genome, Self-
preservation, Preservation of offspring.
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