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Similarities to Moses’ childhood In the Arabic Narrative,

A Structural-Historical Approach

Mohammad ibn Ali ibn Mohammad Al-Sonaidi

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of
Languages and Humanities, Qassim University, Buraydah,
Saudia Arabia

Email: m.alsonaidi@qgu.edu.sa

Abstract:

There are some aspects of similarities in some childhood
narratives with that of Moses the Prophet, peace be upon
him, such as if a child was thrown into the water, or his
upbringing was assigned to an opponent of his, just as Moses
was thrown into the sea, and his opponent “Pharaoh” raised
him. Among the characters who had a childhood like the
childhood of Moses, and which the research studied are : the
story of Hayy ibn Yagzan , lbn Zi Yazan, Nashirah At-Taghlabi,
and Sarjun Al-Akkadi.The research follows the historical
structural approach, as it arranges the narrations according to
seniority in the time in which they were narrated, and not
according to their actual time. The similarities are either
similarities in the incident of being thrown or in the method
of upbringing, such that a child is thrown into water, or is
raised by his opponent. The two similarities may come
together in one story, or the similarity may be limited to one
of them. These similarities between the stories are called the
(Motif) . This term has other concepts, and some narrative
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scholars distinguish it from (Topos).The narratives studied
are diverse in eras and genres, including news, a philosophical
story, a popular biography, a novel, and a play. The narrative
motives studied differ between kinetic and static, and in their
function between descriptive, narrative, and argumentative.
The research does not rule that this resemblance of childhood
narratives is based on simulation to the story of Moses, peace
be upon him. The correspondence may be a coincidence or
compliance with an ancient Eastern tradition, in which the
child is thrown as an offering, infanticide, for confirmation of
his lineage, or the son of the enemy is raised, so that his
enmity is reduced.

Keywords: Motif, Topos, Narrative Function, Historical
Poetics, Comparative Poetics.
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1- Donald B. Radford, The Literary Motif of the Exposed Child, (cf. Ex.
ii 1-10), Numen, 14:3. (1967:Nov.).
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