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Poetic Necessity in

the Light of Quranic Readings According to Abu Hayyan

Muhammad Eid Hassan Abdel Nabi

Department of Grammar, Morphology, and Prosody, Faculty
of Dar Al-Ulum, Cairo University, Egypt.

Email: Muhammad@cu.edu.eq

Abstract:

Several linguistic phenomena are shared between poetry
and prose as well as are found in both frequent and rare
Quranic readings. However, the lack of a unified gathering of
readings by early grammarians led some to challenge others.
This was not an indictment of the Holy Quran but rather a
perception that a reading represented an individual's
endeavor in selecting one of the seven forms of letters upon
which the revered book was revealed, or a belief that the
reader or narrator had erred. Therefore, a study on the
language of poetry in the context of Quranic readings by a
scholar who integrated a comprehensive understanding of
grammar with a broad knowledge of readings was essential.
This aims to establish criteria for distinguishing phenomena
unique to poetry from those common to both poetry and
prose. Both descriptive and analytical methods are adopted.
Samples that highlight the research problem are identified
and analyzed by comparing with corresponding instances in
Quranic readings. The research begins with an introduction
that underscores the research problem, its outline, and
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methodology, followed by a preface explaining Abu Hayyan's
concept of necessity. The study comprises two main sections:
the first discusses the appearance of poetic form in readings,
while the second examines the presence of poetic structure in
readings. The findings include observations that frequent
exposure to poetic linguistic phenomena through prose
accepts them without requiring citation and can be
analogized to them. It also emphasizes that the consistency of
the heard text is the primary criterion for prose to negate the
uniqueness of a phenomenon in poetry. A frequently
observed phenomenon is permissible in extensive speech,
and an outlier occurrence does not diminish its poetic
specificity. Frequent readings can be analogized due to the
prevalence of poetry and various Arab dialects.

Keywords: Language, Poetry, Readings, Quran, Abu
Hayya
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