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Conversational Implicatures in the Poetry of Majnun
Layla €Selected poems}

A Pragmatic Study
Hanaa Abdeen Abdallah

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism , Department of
Arabic Language , Faculty of Arts, Sohag University,
Sohg, Egypt.
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Abstract

The present study aims to study and analyze the poetry of
Majnun Layla- Selected poems-and approach it
pragmatically by applying the maxims of the
conversational implicatures theory of (H.P.Grice -
1913:1988) to selected poems from the diwan. The poet
uses dialogue in his poetry with the intention of
communicating between him and his beloved Laila, his
friends, his critics, and his blamers. This means that it is
possible to apply the maxims of the Co-operative
Principle to the theory of the Conversational implicatures,
including: (Maxim of Quantity, Maxim of Quality, Maxim
of Manner, Maxim of Relation). Through this, the poetry
of Qais bin Al-Malouh is analyzed to see how the poet
violates these four maxims to achieve the Conversational
implicatures. The study consists of a preface, an
introduction, and four sections that include: Maxim of
Quantity, Maxim of Quality, Maxim of Manner, Maxim
of Relation, and a conclusion. Among the most important
conclusions of the study is that the poet does not use the
typical Conversational implicatures or the generalized one
in which the meaning of the speech matches the intent of
the sender, as the literal meanings do not help him to
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express the secrets of his heart. So, he employs implicit
meanings in which the poet violates the four maxims of
the Co-operative Principle (quantity - quality - Manner -
Relation). The poet prefers the Conversational
implicatures that depend on the context of situation to
clarify the intent and its interpretation.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Conversational implicatures,
Maxim of Quantity, Maxim of Quality, Maxim of
Manner, Maxim of Relation, Majnun Layla.
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