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Librating Literary Text from Rhetoric: a Reading in
Criticizing Rhetorical Criticism

Sarah Samir Abdel-Hakeem Bakr

Department of Arabic Language and Islamic Studies,
Faculty of Education, Ain Shams University, Cairo,

Egypt.
Email: sarahbakr1986@agmail.com

Abstract:

The topic of the present study addresses the concept of
rhetorical liberation, delimiting its scope, the perception
introduced by the contemporary critical trends to
formulate, and analyze this liberation. It observes the
coincidence between calls for rhetorical liberation, and the
contemporary poetic text. It also reveals the cognitive and
intellectual fallacies from which some of these calls are
issued. This is addressed within a framework that is called
criticizing the rhetorical criticism that is concerned with
reconsidering the critical views and exploring their
theoretical principles and analytical tools. In conformity
with nature of the study, the critical analytical approach is
adopted as it is the closest to the nature of this study to
analyze the critical discourse of these liberating calls.

The most important conclusions of the study include
the following:

1- Liberating calls — in general terms- are part and
parcel of trends calling for innovation of the
rhetorical and literary study. Even if methods are
different and visions are several, there are common
links and interests.
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2- Arabic rhetoric does not include— in essence- any
obstacles to liberate the literary text in terms of
structure, analysis, criticism. The art of creative
figures of speech in the rhetorical heritage asserts
that; as it tracks the pioneering efforts in the work
of art of the poets and writers, and observes
attempts of innovation and creativity in literary
writing.

3- Calls for liberation in a book by Dr. Munther
Ayachi include some disturbing fallacies which are
the result of the spread of the language of
generalization which limits Arabic rhetoric in some
citations and critical readings that are
unintentionally repeated for their creative powers of
this rhetoric to which he falsely frame it for literary
decline.

Keywords: Liberation , rhetoric , literary text.
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