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The Semiotics of Fear in Umayyad Poetry ""Al-Aktal’s
Poetry As a Model"

Eman Essam Khalaf Kamel

Department of literary studies, Faculty of Dar Al-Uloom,
Minia University, Minia, Egypt.

Email: Eman.essam@mu.edu.eq
Abstract:

This study deals with the semiotic juxtaposition of
features of fear in Al-Akhtal al-Taghlibi’s poetry through
which the semiotic Isotopy and the linguistic variation
constructing this ‘fear’ in his poetry are examined. The
study also tackles the semiotics of images and the
connotations of symbols revealing this ‘fear’, the
semiotics of the phonetic structure in uttering the sound of
fear, and the role of internal and external rhythm in
revealing the latent feeling of the poetic self towards fear.

This study aims at investigating the direct and indirect
features of fear through semiotic analysis in order to
explain aspects of conflict that result in an embodiment of
the nature of fear.

The present study applies the semiotic methodology
which depends on analyzing referential meaning and sign
meaning that leads to arriving at signification which in
turn explain the value and artistic techniques of the text in
an unprecedented exploratory method.

Conclusions of the study:

e Semiotic isotopy contributes to obtaining a more wide
scope and a broader analytic perspective to analyze the
practical evidences. This vision contributes to reveal the
features of fear in Al-Akhtal’s poetry.
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e Imageries embodying the feature of fear are frequently
associated with his praise of the Umayyad caliphs and the
praise is restricted to Umayyad Caliphs and princes.

e Al-Akhtal depends on some defensive tricks to resist
the lurking danger through the semiotics of linguistic
functions including his use of some Qur’anic expressions
in his poetry to win the caliphs appeal and please them,
and a way to hide under their protection.

e |n producing the image of fear, the poet employs some
artistic symbols derived from nature; for these symbols
provide expressive power and various semiotic
connotations. His use of ox is an important symbol.

Keywords : Semiotics, Al-Akhtal, Isotopy, Fear, Conflict,
variation
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