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Effectiveness of the Argumentative Techniques in
Elwakeel's A Little Above Life

Mohamed Mahmoud Hussien Mohamed
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University,Sohag, Eygpt.
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Abstract:

The present study aims to highlight the aesthetic values of
the argumentative techniques adopted by the Egyptian
novelist Sayed Elwakeel in the novel entitled "A Little
Above Life" to influence and persuade the audience of the
novel's argument. The argument of the novelist is simply
his loyalty to his friends of the authors who died after an
unequal struggle with life. He imagines writing about their
experience and the relevant creative and critical issues to
indicate clearly that this group of intellectuals deserve
writing about them. Therefore, the present study unveils
the adopted patterns of argumentative techniques to
promote and affirm these arguments. It illustrates their
aesthetic relationships to the narrator, plot, characters,
linguistic expression methods, and the receiver inside
(imaginative personalization) or outside (reception/
reading) the novel. The study relies on reviewing the
relationship of these techniques to narration from the
perspective of the argumentative rhetoric by Chalm
Perleman. After being limited to discourse only like the
ancient rhetoric of Aristotle, Perleman widened the scope
of argumentation to include all oral and written discourses
in their communicative aspects. Consequently, narrative
criticism benefited from rhetoric in extracting the aesthetic
values of the narrative discourse.
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