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Short Vowel Changes and Their Effect on Lexical
Connotation

A study on ‘adab al-katib’ (“Writers” Guide™) by Ibn
Qutaybah al-Dinawari (died 276 A.H)

As-Sayed Abdul Halim Mustafa Abdel Aal Al-Shorjbi

Department of the science of Language. Al-Azhar Girls
College, Thebes. Luxor, Al-Azhar University.

Email: alsayed71@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Ancient and modern scholars agree that short vowels
perform important grammatical and morphological
functions. These functions lead to different connotations
due to short vowel changes in the morphological or
grammatical form. Do these short vowels lead to lexical
meaning? This is the point over which linguists disagree.
They have not stated explicitly that short vowels are able
to perform lexical functions. Although linguists have not
dealt with this point from the theoretical perspective,
many of them have listed lexical items which have the
same consonants but with different meanings. The reason
behind the difference of meaning is that they have
different short vowels. The present study aims at
clarifying the role of short vowels in lexical formation as
well as the grammatical and morphological functions of
short vowels. This is done through the book entitled ‘adab
al-katib’ (“Writers’ Guide”) by Ibn Qutaybah. The book
aims at correcting the language of writers and regulating
their writings and style.The present study adopts a
descriptive analytical approach to show the role short
vowels play in lexical formation and their effect on
changing meaning. Terms and examples are drawn from
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the book entitled ‘adab al-katib’ (“Writers’ Guide™) by
Ibn Qutaybah.Most important conclusions of the study
include the following: First: 1bn Qutaybah investigates the
lexical items in which short vowels play a role in
changing their meaning in two chapters in his book. In the
first chapter, Ibn Qutaybah lists 80 lexical items in the
first chapter and 28 in the second chapter along with their
similar forms which have the same consonants but have
different meanings due to the different short vowels.
Second: Ibn Qutaybah have not dealt with this topic
exclusively; rather, language books and different lexicons
have examined these lexical items along with their
different meanings despite of having the same consonants.

Keywords: short vowel changes, lexical connotation |,
‘adab al-katib’ (“Writers’ Guide”), lexical meaning,
consonants and vowels.
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