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Image of the Ancient Egyptian Queens in the English
Poetry in the Nineteenth Century

Hatshepsut and Cleopatra as a Model
Moumen Ahmed Mahgoub

Lecturer, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of
Arts, Sohag University, Sohag, Egypt

E-mail: moumen dr@yahoo.com
Abstract:

The present study aims to illustrate, assess, and evaluate
how the English poets depicted the ancient Egyptian
queens in the nineteenth century. It adopts the
comparative approach that compares the examined image
to its origin, criticizes it, and illustrates the right and
wrong aspects. The study concludes that poets depicted
the lives of Hatshepsut and Cleopatra accurately.
Moreover, poets employed concrete and abstract
descriptions of Hatshepsut and Cleopatra. Consequently,
they could add beauty to the poems in terms of words
(expression) meanings.

Keywords: Imagery- Ancient Egyptian Queens- English
poetry- The Nineteenth Century.
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(%) Algernon Charles Swinburne; Complete Poetical Works.
https://books.google.com.eg/books?id=5WYbAJAAQBAI&pg=PT
1694&I1pg=PT1694&dg=by+Algernon+Charles+Swinburne+Her+m
outh+is+fragrant+as+a+vine,&source=bl&ots=FdYnXwMxxX&sig
=ACfU3U3t-
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epage&a=hy%20Algernon%20Charles%20Swinburne%20Her%20
mouth%20is%20fragrant%20as%20a%20vine%2C&f=false
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Queen Hatasu

Hardwicke Drummond Rawnsley

Spain honoured Isabella, England owned
No queenlier lord than great Elizabeth;

But when in Egypt Hatasu was throned,
The ancient East for wonder held its breath.

For this was she who cast aside the veil

Of sex, fresh courage for her land to bring;
Rode forth to view her armies, clad in mail,
And went, in peace, appareled like a king.

This was the queen who sent her shipmen wide
New spoil in unknown forest-wilds to hunt,
Gold, ivory, apes and peacocks in their pride,
And full-grown ‘camphors' from the land of Punt.

The queen who 'neath the burning Theban hill
Set up her terraced temple's gleaming state,
And bade thereon the sculptor's utmost skill
Her tale of venturous royalty relate.
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But we who stand in Karnak's ruined shrine,

Where shattered now her rose-red obelisk lies,

May view the glory of the brow divine,

And almost feel the flashing of her eyes.

Beneath the pyramids-peaks of those twin towers,-
The stateliest ever from Syene brought,

The graver set the seal of all his power,

Her fair strong face for whom a whole world wrought.
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Antony and Cleopatra
William Haines Lytle

| am Dying, Egypt, dying!

Ebbs the crimson life-tide fast,

And the dark Plutonian shadows
Gather on the evening blast;

Let thine arms, O Queen, enfold me,
Hush thy sobs and bow thine ear,
Listen to the great heart-secrets,
Thou, and thou alone, must hear.

Though my scarred and veteran legions
Bear their eagles high no more,

And my wrecked and scattered galleys
Strew dark Actium's fatal shore;

Though no glittering guards surround me,
Prompt to do their master's will,

| must perish like a Roman,

Die the great Triumvir still.

Let not Caesar's servile minions
Mock the lion thus laid low;

"Twas no foeman's arm that fell'd him,
"Twas his own that struck the blow:
His who, pillow'd on thy bosom,
Turn'd aside from glory's ray,

His who, drunk with thy caresses,
Madly threw a world away.

As for thee, star-eyed Egyptian,
Glorious sorceress of the Nile!



https://www.poemhunter.com/william-haines-lytle/
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Light the path to Stygian horrors
With the splendors of thy smile.
Give the Caesar crowns and arches,
Let his brow the laurel twine;
| can scorn the Senate's triumphs,
Triumphing in love like thine....

Cleopatra
Algernon Charles Swinburne

Her mouth is fragrant as a vine,

A vine with birds in all its boughs;
Serpent and scarab for a sign
Between the beauty of her brows
And the amorous deep lids divine.

Her great curled hair makes luminous
Her cheeks, her lifted throat and chin.
Shall she not have the hearts of us

To shatter, and the loves therein

To shred between her fingers thus?

Small ruined broken strays of light,
Pearl after pearl she shreds them through
Her long sweet sleepy fingers, white
As any pearl's heart veined with blue,
And soft as dew on a soft night.

As if the very eyes of love

Shone through her shutting lids, and stole
The slow looks of a snake or dove;

As if her lips absorbed the whole

Of love, her soul the soul thereof.
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Lost, all the lordly pearls that were

Wrung from the sea's heart, from the green
Coasts of the Indian gulf-river;

Lost, all the loves of the world---so keen
Towards this queen for love of her.

You see against her throat the small
Sharp glittering shadows of them shake;
And through her hair the imperial
Curled likeness of the river snake,
Whose bite shall make an end of all.

Through the scales sheathing him like wings,
Through hieroglyphs of gold and gem,

The strong sense of her beauty stings,

Like a keen pulse of love in them,

A running flame through all his rings.

Under those low large lids of hers

She hath the histories of all time;

The fruit of foliage-stricken years;

The old seasons with their heavy chime
That leaves its rhyme in the world's ears.

She sees the hand of death made bare,

The ravelled riddle of the skies,

The faces faded that were fair,

The mouths made speechless that were wise,
The hollow eyes and dusty hair;

The shape and shadow of mystic things,
Things that fate fashions or forbids;
The staff of time-forgotten Kings
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Whose name falls off the Pyramids,
Their coffin-lids and grave-clothings;

Dank dregs, the scum of pool or clod,
God-spawn of lizard-footed clans,
And those dog-headed hulks that trod
Swart necks of the old Egyptians,

Raw draughts of man's beginning God;

The poised hawk, quivering ere he smote,
With plume-like gems on breast and back;
The asps and water-worms afloat
Between the rush-flowers moist and slack;
The cat's warm black bright rising throat.

The purple days of drouth expand
Like a scroll opened out again;
The molten heaven drier than sand,
The hot red heaven without rain,
Sheds iron pain on the empty land.

All Egypt aches in the sun's sight;

The lips of men are harsh for drouth,

The fierce air leaves their cheeks burnt white,
Charred by the bitter blowing south,

Whose dusty mouth is sharp to bite.

All this she dreams of, and her eyes
Are wrought after the sense hereof.
There is no heart in her for sighs;
The face of her is more than love---
A name above the Ptolemies.
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Her great grave beauty covers her

As that sleek spoil beneath her feet
Clothed once the anointed soothsayer;
The hallowing is gone forth from it
Now, made unmeet for priests to wear.

She treads on gods and god-like things,
On fate and fear and life and death,

On hate that cleaves and love that clings,
All that is brought forth of man's breath
And perisheth with what it brings.

She holds her future close, her lips
Hold fast the face of things to be;
Actium, and sound of war that dips
Down the blown valleys of the sea,
Far sails that flee, and storms of ships;

The laughing red sweet mouth of wine
At ending of life's festival;

That spice of cerecloths, and the fine
White bitter dust funereal

Sprinkled on all things for a sign;

His face, who was and was not he,

In whom, alive, her life abode;

The end, when she gained heart to see
Those ways of death wherein she trod,
Goddess by god, with Antony.
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Cleopatra Dying
Thomas Stephens Collier

Sinks the sun below the desert,

Golden glows the sluggish Nile;

Purple flame crowns Sphynx and Temple,
Lights up every ancient pile

Where the old gods now are sleeping;

Isis and Osiris great,

Guard me, help me, give me courage
Like a Queen to meet my fatel...

Dying, dying! I am coming,

Oh, my hero, to your arms!

You will welcome me, | know it,—
Guard me from all rude alarms!
Hark! | hear the legions coming—

Hear the cries of triumph swell,
But, proud Caesar, dead I scorn you!

Egypt—Antony—Farewell!
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