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From Theater to Television Drama: ""Es-sibensah'' as
a Model

Ahmed Adel Hassan Ammar

Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Cairo
University, Cairo, Egypt.

Email: abohanenammar@gmail.com
Abstract:

Historically and over thousands of years, the word
"drama" has exclusively related to theater, however, with
the advent of TV, the meaning of the word has become
broader to cover the art presented on TV, which is
commonly referred to as "TV drama". The question is
"what are the border lines between the two genres of art?"
In other words, what are the differences between the
drama performed on a stage and what is presented on TV
screen?

| believe that the best way to find out the differences is to
choose a certain written work and to see how it was
presented on the stage and on TV. This allows to make a
clear comparison and to find out the differences between
the two types of art.

In this study, | have chosen the text of "4wiwd™ written by
Saad EI-Deen Wahbah, and rephrased to suit TV drama
by Mohammad Galal Abd Al-Qawy. | have also compared
between the two texts to show how the writer of the TV
drama dealt with his text and to discover the most
important dramatic elements, such as plot, time, place,
dialogue ... etc. | have also discussed all these elements
attempting to find out what distinguishes this genre of art
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which was found only sixty years ago and has become the
most popular among the audience of drama.

| have attempted to clearly show the most important
features of this genre to pave the way to a clearer
distinction of it form the other genres of art. In particular,
It is an attempt to deal with TV drama as being basically a
literary text, which, with few exceptions as in some
writings of Abdu El-Qader AIl-Qut, has not been dealt
with form this perspective.

Keywords: theater, drama, Saad El-Deen Wahbah, al-
Sabansah, Muhammad Jalal Abdul Qawi.
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